Rapid and sensitive pre-column extraction high-performance liquid chromatographic assay for propofol in biological fluids.
A completely automated high-performance liquid chromatographic system is described for the determination of the phenolic anaesthetic propofol. The method is based on pre-column extraction in a closed system allowing direct injection of biological samples without any sample pretreatment. The assay is sensitive (limit of quantification is 5 ng/ml serum), reliable (the variability within a series is 2%) and rapid (results are available after 6 min).